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The paintings of the Lithgow Zig-Zag below and on our cover are by Conrad Martens, a Sydney artist who originally painted 

for Fitzroy and Charles Darwin, during the voyage of The Beagle. They are in his characteristic style, with a dark foreground 

with a human figure looking out into a brighter distant scene. He hardly ever painted any other way and taught this style to his 

students. On The Beagle, where he replaced Augustus Earle, he was required to paint in an eidetic mannerï he was in essence 

the shipôs photographer. Upon settling in Sydney, he let his imagination run away with him to some extent. This  can be seen 

from the exaggerated steepness of the track of the Zig Zag in the cover painting.  Both paintings were done in about 1873, a 

little before the time of Albert Isaacsô article in this issue, and five years before Martensô death. 
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¢ǊŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊ ƛƴ 5ŜŜǇ ²ŀǘŜǊ 
άCƭƻƻŘǎ ƛƴ ǎǳōǳǊōǎτǘǊŀƳ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǎǳǎǇŜƴŘŜŘέΦ aŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜŘ ōȅ wĈěě ²ìûûěĈĂΣ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ǘŜȄǘ ōȅ 
DÙĈãã [ÁāÎÙėġ 

F 
OLLOWING TORRENTIAL 
rains during Thursday night [insert 
date] , a huge volume of water from 

a wide catchment area flowed into the 
Manly lagoon yesterday morning, and, 
being unable to escape into the ocean ow-
ing to the narrowness of the channel outlet, 
spread over the surrounding low-lying 
country, completely submerging the Manly 
golf links, and finding its way into about 
30 houses. The crops of vegetables in Chi-
nese gardens were ruined, and damage was 
done to furniture and household effects in 
other houses. 

The waters are stated to have reached a 
higher level than for many years, and tram 
traffic between Manly and Brookvale was 
completely suspended, owing to the waters 
flowing three-feet deep across the lagoon 
bridge on the tram line from Manly to 
Brookvale. Four electric tramcars on the 
way in from Brookvale yesterday after-
noon were brought to a standstill on the 
bridge, and remained there throughout the 
night with the lights on. 

Trams were run from Manly to the depot, 
where motor vehicles were waiting to carry 
passengers via Queenscliff to places north 
of Harbord and Brookvale. Additional 
buses were put on yesterday afternoon to 
cope with the crowds of city workers 
homeward bound. [the gradient profiles on 
page 4 can explain how the Brookvale and 
Narrabeen lines could be so badly affected 
by storm surges or floods. Perusal of the 
profiles for the Earlwood area does not 
offer such an easy explanation.] 

On Monday evening 6 July, 1931, the 
Manly tramway system was thrown into 
chaos due to the worst gale to hit Sydney 
since 1889. As conditions deteriorated 
during the day advice was received that the 
last Manly ferry would leave Circular 
Quay at 6.35 p.m. returning from Manly at 
7.15 p.m. Such ferry cancellations threw a 
heavy load onto The Spit-Manly tramway 
as well as the North Sydney system tram 
route between The Spit and Cremorne 
Wharf which connected with the Sydney 
Harbour Ferries Ltd. service to and from 
Circular Quay. 

To avoid tram passengers having to cross 
the unprotected and exposed walkway 
across the opening span of The Spit bridge, 
a bus was obtained at 3.00 p.m. from the 
Flat Rock Depot of the White Transit 
Company, Willoughy to operate between 
the North Sydney and Manly tram termini 
at The Spit. Unfortunately, the Manly ferry 
service ceased at 4.30 p.m. soon after the 
start of the P.M. peak hour as one vessel 

had just taken a heavy battering while 
crossing the exposed waters opposite the 
entrance to Sydney Harbour. To assist the 
expected increase in passengers at The Spit 
an extra motor bus was then ordered from 
the White Transit Company. 

Meanwhile, a combination of driving rain 
and minor flooding including the area 
around the Curl Curl Lagoon bridge had 
taken its toll of seven of the 23 trams at-
tached to Manly Depot with 1099, 1101, 
1109, 1110, 1251, 1265 and 1331 being 
defective by 4.10 p.m. primarily due to 
water damaged motors. The P.M. peak 
hour service required 15 trams but another 
six cars 1090, 1102, 1108, 1214, 1273 and 
1343 became defective between 4.30 and 
6.00 p.m. leaving only ten trams in service. 
At the same time patronage on The Spit-
Manly service was swelled by an influx of 
ferry passengers seeking alternative 
transport. However, only six trams were 
available to maintain the service running as 
two coupled sets and two single cars. The 
four remaining serviceable cars  provided a 
reduced service to Narrabeen and Harbord 
from Manly with seven trips comprising 
three to Dee Why, three to Narrabeen and 
one to Harbord cancelled. 

By 5.00 p.m. passenger transfers across 
The Spit bridge were taking place in blind-
ing rain and a fierce gale which had 
reached its peak. While inspectors tried to 
direct passengers into the two White 
Transit buses operating between the south 
side terminus across the bridge to the north
-side terminus, some passengers instead 
were more interested by instinct in seeking 
shelter from the elements. 

The access road from the northern bridge 
approach down to the former punt ramp 
was in such poor condition that after 5.30 
p.m. the buses operated direct from the 
south side of The Spit to Manly instead of 
providing a shuttle service across the Spit 
Bridge. To complicate matters further, the 
route telephone system could not be used 
to co-ordinate operations as the phone 
system was alive". By this time another 
three buses had been obtained from the 
White Transit Company by the Tramway 
Department to boast the direct emergency 
service between the south side of  The Spit 
and Manly to relieve the depleted tram 
service. Subsequently, these were joined 
by another two buses from Mr. Cook of 
Manly at 6.50 p.m. and one from Mr. H. 
Bottle at 6.57 p.m. 

In spite of all the problems passenger traf-
fic had been cleared from The Spit by 7.20 
p.m. with a total of eight buses assisting 
the following trams despatched from The 
Spit for Manly between 4.43 and 7.50 p.m. 
¶ 4:43 1103 
¶ 5:00 1102-1108 coupled 
¶ 5:20 1334 
¶ 5:49 816 
¶ 5:50 1208-1096 coupled 
¶ 6:10 1346 
¶ 6:28 1105-l090 coupled 
¶ 6:35 1334 
¶ 6:43 816 
¶ 6:50 1208-1096 coupled 
¶ 7:05 1346 

Transport Commissioner S. A. Maddocks, 
who resided at Manly arrived at The Spit 
by 6.45 p.m. and the next day commented 
favourably on the performance of the tram 
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crews under trying circumstances. In corre-
spondence to Chief Traffic Manager C. N. 
Neale he claimed that no officers were 
present but it then emerged that the Inspec-
tor on the Manly side had discarded his 
uniform cap for a more appropriate "sou-
wester" rain hat in the conditions and con-
sequently was not recognised by the Com-
missioner. This exchange of memorandum 
may well have been one of the catalysts in 
what is believed to have developed into a 
poor working relationship between the two 
men that no doubt played a part in the 
ultimate end of the Commissioner's career 
in sensational circumstances five years 
later. 

Almost two years later, emergency ar-
rangements to cover situations such as 
those of 6 July were developed and re-
leased as a handbill. Similar arrangements 
for the A.M. peak hour were subsequently 
issued on 21 June, 1937. These provided 
for increased tram services between 
Wynyard and The Spit, Cremorne Wharf 
and The Spit and between The Spit and 
Manly with additional Inspectorial supervi-
sion. In the interim period, the opening of 
the Sydney Harbour Bridge assisted in 
making the arrangements less cumbersome 
while the availability of Government buses 
after December 1932 removed the need to 
hire vehicles from private companies if 
required. 

The major cause of tramcar defects during 
the cyclone of 6 July, 1931, was the North 
Manly or Curl Curl Lagoon bridge. The 
tramway crossing was situated parallel to 
and upstream from the road traffic bridge 
and consisted of two wooden trestle struc-
tures, one crossing an opening 47 feet wide 
while the northernmost span crossed a 60 
feet wide channel. The tramway crossed 
both structures on gauntlet or interlaced 

track. When minor flooding occurred,Ŀ 
drivers were instructed not to cross the 
bridge or approaches when water reached 
a depth of 6 inches over the tracks. 

In 1919, a new bridge had been planned 
by Warringah Shire Council and during 
March the following year Dr. J. J. C. 
Bradfield advised that a single 70 feet 
opening would be sufficient on any new 
bridge instead of the two existing chan-
nels, providing the low southern approach 
was raised onto a causeway. By July 
1924, a 56 feet wide concrete bridge was 
estimatedĿ to cost Ã9,600 with an addi-
tional Ã4,690 for relocating the tram 
tracks onto the new roadway and raising 
the low approach road on the southern 
side. Two months later Manly Council 
decided to delay action pending  clarifica-
tion of any effect the new Main Roads 
Bill would have on the project. 

Subsequently, on 26 August, 1935, Manly 
Council called a meeting to revive the 

project but the Deputy Transport Minister 
refused to attend. Some weeks previously, 
an engineering report received by_ the 
tramway authorities stated that the trestle 
bridges carrying the tram tracks were 
sound enough for another twenty years 
use. 

Prior to  this in June 1933, emergency 
arrangements were issued for implemen-
tation when floods prevented trams cross-
ing the bridge. They provided for a local 
tram service between Manly and the south 
side of the obstruction. Government buses 
(3 off-peak and 6 during peak hours) 
manned by tram conductors would oper-
ate between Manly Wharf and Brookvale 
avoiding the flooding by crossing the 
lagoon by the bridge near the ocean 
beach. The buses connected Ŀat Brookvale 
with trams isolated by the flooding which 
were to be used to operate a service be-
tween Brookvale and Narrabeen. 
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I  
t has been commented on in 

The Times in the past that 

TTs often turn up in unex-

pected places. Some years ago, 

Victor Isaacs wrote an article 

for The Times in which he dis-

cussed TTs appearing in the 

various Government Gazettes. 

This article includes illustra-

tions of the whole of a Public 

Timetable as it appeared in the 

NSW Government Gazette for 

Wednesday, 9th August 1876. 

This was purchased by me, in a 

second-hand bookshop, about 

six years ago. 

NSWôs first railway, from Syd-

ney (the original Redfern sta-

tion, just on the Down side of 

present-day Central) to Parra-

matta Junction (a little on the 

Down side of todayôs Granville) 

was opened on 26th September 

1855. Then, on 5th April 1857, 

the line from Newcastle to 

Maitland (now Victoria Street 

station) was opened. Because of 

the difficult terrain between 

Sydney and Newcastle, NSWôs 

two major cities were not linked 

by through rail until as late as 

1889. Therefore, this PTT co-

vers all lines out of Sydney in 

1876; that is: the Great Southern 

Line as far as Bowning; the 

Great Western Line as far as 

Bathurst; and the Richmond 

branch. Obviously, the greatest 

number of trains ran on the  on-

ly suburban line to Parramatta. 

The issuance of this PTT coin-

cided with the extension of the 

line to Bowning. Bathurst 

opened on 4th April 1876, some 

four months earlier. 

For readers of The Times, the 

accompanying TTs should 

speak for themselves and, there-

fore, I will make only a few 

comments; namely: 

There were more suburban 

trains on Saturday than on Mon-

Fri. 

Note the number of Funeral 

Trains to the stations on the 

Mortuary branch, on each day 

of the week. 

There were only six suburban 

trains on Sundays; one third of 

them going to the Mortuary 

branch. 

Five Dock railway station is not 

included on the actual TTs alt-

hough a footnote shows that the 

large number of trains marked 

with a dagger do actually stop 

there. Five Dock is now Croy-

don and, according to Wikipe-

dia (web address #1 below) it 

underwent its name-change in 

the same month as this PTT was 

issued. 

The few non-suburban trains 

that venture past Parramatta to 

Liverpool and Campbelltown 

are the first of many future sub-

urban trains terminating at these 

places. 

The footnote that horses and 

vehicles MAY be carried by 

passenger trains is intriguing. 

Were special stock cars always 

carried? How much time was 

lost in putting horses on trains? 

There doesnôt seem to be much 

time built into the table for this 

purpose. 

The purchase of this TT is yet 

another reminder that there are 

still some interesting things to 

be had out there. All one has to 

do is look in the right places. 

bŜǿ {ƻǳǘƘ ²ŀƭŜǎ wŀƛƭǿŀȅǎΥ нм ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǘǊŀƛƴ 
ƭŜƊ {ȅŘƴŜȅ 
!ûÎÙėġ LěÁÁÏě 

Web addresses 

1. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Croydon_railway_station,_Sydney 
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