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A pictorial review of New South Wales private bus
timetable design. Part 1 Greater Sydney area
By STEVEN HABY

I

2013 THE NSW GOVERNMENT
under the auspices of Transport NSW
commenced rolling out a new timetable design for bus, rail and ferry services
across the state irrespective of whether the
service was run for example by Sydney
Buses or a private operator.
N

The new timetable design has common
branding across all modes and the production has been brought back in house rather
than provided by printers such as Transit
Graphics.
Sadly these new timetables have removed
some of the interest in sourcing a new
timetable for one’s collection given the
uniform branding with even the operator’s
logo not displayed on the cover to provide
a point of difference between timetables.
Overall the look and feel of these timetables is very plain and utilitarian with even
the maps (in the author’s opinion the
Transit Graphic maps were some of the
best transport map designs in Australia)
being stripped back to a more simple look
with the loss of geographic clarity about
the area the services are provided.
Nevertheless one cannot stop progress as it
is often said. This article presents a pictorial review of some of the timetables published for private bus operators in the
greater Sydney area in recent decades. The

timetables have been sourced from my
collection and I have attempted to cover as
many designs and operators as possible.
Cumberland Coaches’ timetable (see Figure 1) for their route 92 Punchbowl station
to Bardwell Park service dated May 1983.
The design of this timetable was common

in the 1980s and 1990s and was to a standardised format incorporating the operator’s
name and address at the top followed by
the district or area the timetable served.
The route number and description was in
the middle with any additional notes below. The date was usually at the bottom.
These timetables were designed as a joint
initiative of the UTA and Bus and Coach
Association of NSW to improve timetable
information to the public. Maps were
sourced from UBD Gregory street directories. A slight variant of this design is seen
in figure 2 for Bankstown-Strathfield Bus
Service’s timetable for their Chullora district services. Note the inclusion of the
distinctive logo used by this company.
Timetables published by Brochure Publishing found favour with many Sydney and
country operators. The timetables were
issued in non-standard paper sizes and
were folded in three. Dimensions (when
folded varied) but a common size was
10cm x 24.5cm. The inside when folded
out fully contained the timetable and associated information surrounded by a border
of advertising panels from local businesses. Maps usually but in not all cases were
sourced from UBD Gregory street directories. Presumably to keep costs down colours were restricted usually to two or three
choices.
Figures 3 through to 7 provide an interesting selection of designs from this printer.
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Despite the obvious differences on the
covers there were a number of common
elements to each design for example the
placement of the name of the operator at
the top and contact details or address at the
bottom of the timetable.

and publisher of timetables and over the
years have built up a solid reputation for
design excellence including the use of
very clear and informative maps as well
as attractive layouts.

Crowthers’ Cronulla, Caringbah and Miranda timetable (see figure 8) dated 7
October 2007 is one such example. Issued
in a large pocket size which would fit
comfortably in a shirt pocket or handbag

Transit Graphics is a specialist designer
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it includes a schematic map of the region (11) that Crowthers’ operated in at
the time. Dimensions of this timetable are 8cm x 14.5cm.
Other pocket timetables are shown here with Crowther’s earlier incarnation
as Bus Link’s timetable (see figure 9) dated 1 May 2001 was issued in a
slightly smaller size to that shown in figure 8. The dimensions are 7cm x
14cm.
The Hillsbus timetable for their M2 express services (see figure 10) was at
the smaller end of the pocket timetables and could actually fit nicely into a
wallet. Harris Park Transport issued a larger square pocket timetable for
their route 628 and 629 services effective 8 May 2000 (see figure 11). It is
assumed that Microsoft’s ‘WordArt’ feature was used for this timetable!
By far the most common size for timetables was the A5 folded brochure or
booklet size. The A5 size is one third the dimensions of an A4 sheet which
meant that an effective fold out brochure timetable could be printed. Figures
12 to 14 illustrate various designs from Busabout, Baxter’s Bus Lines and
Archie Moore respectively. The Busabout timetable shown was issued on
glossy paper whereas the Baxter’s and Archie Moore timetables were printed
on standard matt paper.
Further examples are shown in figures 15 to 17 from Hopkinson’s, Busways
and Interline.
Operators also opted for larger size booklets but still using standard A4 paper. Busways was one such operator and figure 18 illustrates just such an
example.
Part 2 of this article will focus on NSW regional and rural timetable designs
over the years.
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from ROBERT HENDERSON and ALBERT ISAACS

M

AY I ADD TO VICTOR
Isaacs’s “Timetable Ridiculosity” (The Times, January 2014)
on the NSW/ACT Canberra line, where
some even less favourable timetabling
occurred a few years prior to the 1968
timetable mentioned by Victor?

In the 20 November 1960 NSWGR Country timetable (price one shilling), instead of
the 5.46 am train from Goulburn to Canberra were a 7.12 am Mixed on Mondays
to Saturdays (due in Canberra at 11.12 am)
and a 9.00 am Pass on Sundays (due Canberra 11.24 am). The Mondays to Saturdays train was annotated as connecting at
Goulburn with the Express train from Albury (i.e., the then Melbourne Express, in

T

the days of break-of-gauge at Albury).
The Sunday train showed no connection
with any other train. However, some passengers who had possibly had “an evening
at the fleshpots of Sydney” (as Victor so
vividly describes it) must at some stage
have caught the 11.20 pm Pass from Sydney on Saturday night (due Goulburn 4.24
am) and waited for the 9.00 am Pass from
Goulburn to Canberra. Perhaps the long
connection time sitting on the rather cold
and desolate platform at Goulburn between
4.24 am and 9.00 am had been the subject
of some poor fleshpot-revelling passenger’s complaint. As if to forestall any
further such complaint, the departure indicator on the concourse at Sydney station

HERE ARE A FEW THINGS IN
the March mail out on which I wish
to comment. Firstly, to the Members’ News which states: “ Committee
members recently decided that we should
stick with the “hands-free” clock logo until
something better could be found or produced by you the members”. Before I comment on this, it is probably appropriate to
put my own situation into context. When a
change of name for the Association was
first mooted, well over a decade ago now, I
was against any change. However, at the
recent election for a name change, I voted
in favour. In fact, the name adopted
(Australian Timetable Association) was
actually my suggestion.

Frimbo but about US railroads, a subject in
which I have always been interested. That
being said, I assume that it was by accident
that the original source and date of this
article were omitted from The Times. I
particularly want to know when Frimbo
made the comments found under the subheading “Autobiography of E.M.Frimbo”.
He talks about Amtrak as if it had recently
been formed and, therefore, I assume that
the ‘autobiography’ was written in the
early- to mid-1970s – am I correct?
[mostly– the book is a compilation of articles written between 1949 and 1973–
Frimbo was, in real life, Rogers
E.M.Whittaker and the trips described
really happened- Ed.]

I would strongly suggest that the existing
logo (designed by former President Chris
Brownbill) be retained for the mediumterm, if not the long-term. I would argue
that a modification of the logo, coming so
soon after the name change, would be foolhardy! Obviously, all Association members realise that the ATA is the AATTC
with different packaging. However, for
individuals and organisations that have
peripheral and/or occasional dealings with
us, it is vital that it be made clear that they
are dealing with the organisation that used
to be the AATTC. One way of doing this is
by retaining the same logo. Yes, continuity
is very important! [Two earlier incarnations and two suggested by members so far
below– Ed.]

Now, we come to Victor Isaacs’s article
“How to travel by train in America”. Victor makes a number of points that I have
often thought about, but he also raises
issues that have not been on my radar until
now, and which I also find compelling.
Victor talks about the railroads in the US
but, as most of us are well aware, the practices, traditions and ambience of Canadian
railroads are extremely similar to those of
Canada’s big brother neighbour, the US. I
mention this, because the example I’m
about to give actually occurs in Canada.
Inter alia, Victor says: “ American stations

was provided with a painted supplementary sign which bore words to the effect of
“There is a 4 and a half hour wait for the
connecting train from Goulburn to Canberra”. (Who would quibble about the extra
six minutes which the Sydney indicator
sign omitted from the calculation of the
waiting time?).
I can also report that I have a Train Alteration notice which advised passengers that
the time of the 5.46 am daily train from
Goulburn to Canberra had been altered
from 6.00 am as from 5 August 1963.
Robert Henderson, Terrey Hills, NSW

usually have low level platforms. Consequently, American passenger trains seem
grossly over-staffed. The only function of
many onboard operating personnel seems
to be to open a door at station (sic) and put
steps in place for passengers.” This is usually the case, and there are many passenger
lines dotted across North America where
there are some stations with high level
platforms and some with low level facilities. In most cases, the doors are high level
and so the steps are only taken out when
the train is at a low level platform. However, there are exceptions, as the accompanying photo shows. This was taken by me at
Deux-Montagnes on 5 November 2000 and
shows an EMU which has just arrived
from Montreal’s Central station (Gare
Centrale) and is about to depart for from
whence it came. Note the doors! There are
two types, designed for both high and low
level platforms – the former in the middle
of each car and the latter at the end of each
carriage. Personally, I think this is a good,
albeit quite cumbersome, solution to the
dilemma of passenger lines with both types
of platform. South Australia used to have a
similar problem but they solved it by getting rid of all non-suburban intra-state
passenger trains. Hmm!
Albert Isaacs, Hawthorn, Vic.

Now, to The Times for March 2014. I have
long been familiar with the name, E.M.
Frimbo, but didn’t know that much about
him. I found the article about Frimbo to be
absolutely fascinating and quite an eyeopener – I learnt a lot – not only about
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Timetable For Rail Fans
by VICTOR ISAACS

T

HIS IS THE SORT OF TIMETABLE

we could do with more of. But, as
far as I am aware, there are no other
examples.
This article describes an official timetable
produced especially for rail fans. In the late
1980s the Swiss Federal Railways (SBB/
CFF) and the Bern-Lötschberg-Simplon
Railway (BLS), the two biggest Swiss
railways, combined to publish this timetable. The example described is dated 28
May 1989 [cover on our rear cover]. The
small timetable is in both German and
French (the two biggest of the four official
languages of Switzerland). But some listings are only in one of these languages,
according to which part of the country is
being referred to.
The first section concentrates on rolling
stock in daily use which appeals to enthusiasts, i.e., old rolling stock (albeit, there
was and is not much of that in daily use in
Switzerland) and other cult rolling stock.
There are brief technical details and a
small sketch of the train set or locomotive.
Then there is a listing of trains operated
with the equipment by train number, departure time and arrival time. SBB/CFF

8

comes first, then the Bern-LötschbergSimplon Railway.
The next listing is of the opposite – trains
operated with the most recent rolling stock
acquisitions. Firstly of SBB/CFF, then of
BLS.
The next listing is of historic locomotives
specially retained by the two railways.
During this period, SBB/CFF used to run
most of these occasionally - usually once a
week - on freight trains for photographers
and sightseers. The rail fans’ timetable lists
these runs. The oldest locomotive in the
historic fleet, class Ce 6/8 II “crocodile”,
number 14253, built in 1920, received the
least amount of use. This locomotive was
run merely once a week on Fridays in
Summer for a run of six minutes one way
and four minutes the other. (See the bottom
right hand corner of our illustration on
page 10). The BLS in this time gave their
preserved locomotives more extensive
excursions, usually on all weekdays. There
were also a few preserved locomotives
which were listed, but which did not have
any regular runs.
The next section of this timetable is a dia-

ry. This lists forthcoming rail fan events,
such as open days at locomotive depots. It
also lists the dates of opening of lines, and
the dates that particular rolling stock was
introduced into service.
The final major section is labelled “LocoSpotter”. This is a listing of SBB/CFF and
BLS locomotives. Locomotives with particular characteristics are highlighted. For
example in our illustration, locomotives of
the RBe 4/4 class which were painted red
are shown in bold and locomotives with
thyristor control are shown in italics.
There is then a listing of how many locomotives of each class were allocated to
each depot.
Finally, the users of this timetable were
brought back to everyday reality. The final
section is a table for the user to write in
his/her timetable of lessons.
As far as I am aware, this timetable has not
been produced by SBB/CFF and BLS for
many years. Unfortunately a search of the
SBB/CFF website and of the BLS website
failed to find any current equivalent information.
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Railways – what’s in a name?
by Victor Isaacs

J

OHN HOLLAND RAIL – now
that is a funny name for a railway!

How did this come about? The
break-up of the once monolithic State and
Commonwealth Railways in Australia has
resulted in wondrous and bewildering new
organisations. This is especially so in
NSW. I won’t even touch upon the various
railway operators. As far as the railway
infrastructure is concerned there are four
main entities in NSW (New South Wales).
The most intensively used railways are in
the area that is also known as NSW, (that
is Newcastle, Sydney, Wollongong). They
are now under the control of Transport for
NSW. This mainly comprises the Greater
Sydney electrified area, but also includes
the non-electrified Kiama-Nowra line.
The interstate mainlines are under the control of a Federal Government owned (for
the time being) entity, the Australian Rail
Track Corporation. Strangely, the ARTC
also has control of the very busy Hunter
Valley coal network. Why? Because at the
time it was being induced to take over the
interstate lines, the coal lines needed to be
thrown in to make it more commercially
attractive. Even more bizarrely, the ARTC
also controls some lines in western and

north-western NSW which have no or
almost no trains on them. These are the
Parkes-Narromine-Dubbo-BinnawayWerris Creek and Narrabri-Moree-North
Star lines. These are vested in the ARTC
against the faint possibility that some time
in the unforeseeably far-off future they
might be slightly useful in the construction
of the proposed Melbourne to Brisbane
Inland Freight Railway.
In the far south of New South Wales are
the railways that are, and always have
been, extensions of the Victorian railway
system.
That leaves a number of orphan lines in
inland New South Wales. Some do not
have many, or any, trains. We might call
these “Remnant Rail”, but the official
name is Country Regional Network. Originally from 2007 until January 2012 ARTC
had the contract to maintain and control
these lines. But one or both sides were not
happy with this arrangement. When the
contract was renewed in 2012 it was
awarded to the John Holland Rail engineering company. Obviously, this company takes its name from that of its founder,
John Holland. Hence these lines are now
officially known as John Holland Rail
Country Regional Network.

John Holland (left, below) was born in
1914 on the Mornington Peninsula near
Melbourne. He graduated in Civil Engineering from the University of Melbourne. After distinguished Army service
in World War II, his first contract was to
build a shed on a farm in western Victoria owned by a farmer called Malcolm
Fraser. The company he founded made
its mark on Australia through many projects. Among these are portion of the
Snowy Mountains Scheme, the new Parliament House in Canberra, Melbourne’s
West Gate Bridge, the Myer Music Bowl
in Melbourne, the Sydney Entertainment
Centre, rebuilding of Darwin after Cyclone Tracy, and the Tasman Bridge in
Hobart. Holland was Knighted in 1973
and awarded a Companion of the Order
of Australia in 1988. He died in 2009.
Sir John Holland AC is not the only person to have a railway named after him.
Once upon a time, it was fairly common,
especially in Royalist Europe.
But let us travel there via the barren
wastes of Newfoundland. There, the
desperate government gave a concession
to Robert Reid (right, below). After an
early career mining for gold in Australia,
Reid was now a Montréal contractor and
engineer. He took over the bankrupt
railway and completed building it across
the island. Reid was subsequently also
awarded the rights to operate this railway
and also to develop land adjacent to the
railway. The resulting company was
named the Reid Newfoundland Company. How about that for selfimportance?
In the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg (yes,
it is necessary to use this full name to
distinguish this country from the neighbouring Belgian Province of Luxembourg), as in most of Europe, railways
were originally built by private companies, albeit usually with government
guarantees. The first railway had a
mouthful of a name. It was the Societé
royale grand-ducale de chemin de fer
Guillaume-Luxembourg. Guillaume is
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Emperor who reigned from 1848 to 1916
(left, below). This railway extended to
Prague and many other places in the present day Czech Republic. Even today,
trains from this line terminate in Wien at
the Franz Josef station.
French for William and he was the ruling
Grand Duke. Later another railway was
built and known as the Societé PrinceHenri.
(As an aside, the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg is about the same size as the Australian Capital Territory. As a resident, it appeals to me to imagine the ACT in a similar situation with not one, but two railway

systems of its own).
The most enthusiastic adopter of naming
railways after royal personages was the
former Austro-Hungarian Empire, or at
least the Austrian half of it. Heading north
west from the imperial capital of Wien
(Vienna) was the Kaiser Franz-Josef
Bahn, (Kaiser means Emper or , Bahn
means Railway). This was named after the

Heading west from Wien is what we can
call the Austrian mainline to Linz, Salzburg and further. This was named the Kaiserin Elisabeth Bahn, after Franz Josef’s
estranged, but much loved by the people,
Empress Elisabeth (middle, below).
Heading north east from Wien was the
railway called the Kaiser Ferdinands Bahn.
Ferdinand (below) was Emperor from
1835 until he abdicated during the 1848
revolutions. Almost all of this railway in
now in the Czech Republic. Some is even
in today’s Poland.
In the south of Austria was the Kronprinz
Rudolfs Bahn (Kr onpr inz means Cr own
Prince). Some of this system is in present
day Slovenia. In the far east of the Austrian empire, in Galicia, in what is now Poland and Ukraine, were the Galizische Carl

12
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-Ludwigs Bahn (left) and the Erzherzog Albrecht Bahn
(Erzherzog means Archduke).
Some German states too commemorated royalty in the best
possible way – by naming railways after them. In Bavaria
there was the Ludwigsbahn and the Maximilliansbahn. In
Hesse there was the Hessiche Ludwigsbahn.
(Here is another irrelevancy and something you did not expect to see in a journal about timetables: A picture of one of
the many castles that Mad King Ludwig extravagantly built
when he wasn’t having railways named after him.)
So, now we can see that John Holland is in very distinguished, albeit very dead, company.
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Slow and even slower
By JIM WELLS

I

T WAS MY PRIVILEGE TO VISIT

India in late 1991; a souvenir
collected being the timetable
shown on page 15.
There is much in this book of over
200 pages that would keep one interested for hours. Here’s a sample
(right).
Howrah is in Calcutta on the east
side of the country; New Delhi is in
the Upper North. The point is that
the Speed Link Super Express Goods
train takes just under 5 days to do
the journey. Yes, it’s a big country
but the distance involved is only
1,500 km. So the average speed was
about 12.5 km/h. One wonders just
how slow the ordinary ‘goods’ trains
were.
In India, in those days, there was an
enormous difference between fast
and slow passenger trains. On this
route the Radjhani express took a
very respectable 17.5 hours but the
0800 express from New Delhi took
over 34 hours. Note the family planning advice shown.
We now turn to another country,
another era, and a different mode of
transport. We don’t often talk about
horse transport in “The Times” but it
can be of interest.
The table at mid-right is part of a
page of Bradshaw’s Railway Time
table of October 13, 1839 for Lancashire.
Yes, no times are given so we don’t
know how fast these conveyances
went. If you tipped the cabby well
you might even go faster than the
Indian super express goods train.
Hackney means simply “For Hire” so
what we are talking about is really a
taxi service.
Note the distinction between “Coach”
and “Car.(riage)” with the fare for the
former being 50% greater than for
the latter. The coach would be a largish four wheel vehicle drawn by two,
maybe four, horses and operated by a
driver and possibly a guard.
Me Lord and Lady might even need
to hire two or more coaches if their
entourage of family and servants was
large.
The carriage would be a small two
wheel vehicle capable of carrying at

14
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the most two passengers and a small
amount of luggage. Only one horse
would be needed and only one operator. Hansom Cabs were introduced in
1834 (picture bottom right, page 14;
Source: Wikipedia)
One suspects that the profit margin on
carriages would have been greater than
for coaches.
A typical wage in those days was a
Pound a week so the fares quoted seem
very reasonable. One wonders if they
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were regulated or whether Bradshaw’s
just provided a guide. Another possibility is that the service was run by the
railway company.
The list of destinations (only some
shown here) is interesting. Note the
inclusion of the County House of Corrections, which was presumably the
work house. Others included Beacon’s
Gutter, Cabbage Hall, Duke’s Place,
Edge Hill Coffee House, Kensington (to
Mrs Carvers), and Railway Station –
Wapping. The latter is not shown on

the railway timetables.
Edge Hill is shown in both the railway
timetable and the Hackney schedule.
The railway fare was one shilling
whether one travelled inside or outside. Carriage fare was 1/4d.
The Hackney schedule is only shown
for Liverpool so it might be that the
Guide was for that city only, separate
ones being issued for Manchester. Incidentally, Lime Street is still the principal station for Liverpool.
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