The Times

September 2008

A journal of transport timetable history and analysis

Across the Gasworks Bridge

Western Australia in 1897
Inside: By bus to the Gas Works
Timetable competition in Westralia

RRP $2.95
Incl. GST

The Times
Journal of the Australian Association of Time Table Collectors Inc. (A0043673H)

Print Publication No: 349069/00070, ISSN 0813-6327

September 2008

Issue No. 293 Vol 25 No. 09

—Contents—
ACROSS THE GAS-WORKS BRIDGE

3

WESTERN AUSTRALIA IN 1897

9
On the front cover

The Gasworks Bridge over the Parramatta River is a major bridge and is listed on the NSW RTA Heritage Register. It is a 3span, high level bidge over a wide river. It was known as the 'Gasworks bridge' because of the gasworks that once occupied the
block southeast of the bridge. It was completed in 1885. The south side of the bridge was the site of Howell's wind and watermill, which was built in 1828 and used until 1868. The bridge has the same deep, rectangular lattice trusses of John A McDonald's early designs, but does not have the diaphragm-tied piers of so many of the other lattice bridges. Here, the bridge is supported on large sandstone piers. It has three main spans each 31m in length and two steel beam approach spans. The overall
length is 110m and the bridge is a two lane bridge 6.85m wide between kerbs. And it has long had buses– as Jim O’Neil describes in this issue.
Western Australia started late in the railway business, but made up for this late start with an amazing burst of building in the
1890s. The Western Australian Government Railways were not created as a separate legislative entity until that decade and,
before that, book timetables of the predecessor “unofficial” body do not appear to exist– even Working Timetables from this prehistoric era do not appear to exist. There were, however, timetables published regularly in the Government Gazette and also
wall-sheet timetables. But Western Australia did have its own very evanescent Bradshaw and there were thus two “competing”
timetables available in 1897. Victor Isaacs reviews these competitors in this issue.. This month’s quiz is to identify the location
of the lower photo.
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Across the Gas Works Bridge
Jim O’Neil
When I first came to Parramatta in the late
fifties, looking at buses and searching for
timetables, I found at one end of the bus
stands in Argyle Street, a stand for two
routes, the Route 3 to East Parramatta, via
Brickfield, Buller and Brabyn Streets and
the route 164 to Webb Street. Both routes
serviced the area north of the Parramatta
River, between Victoria and Pennant Hills
Roads. I couldn’t work out how they ran,
or acquire a timetable for either, although I
caught a trip on the route 3 which crossed
the Gasworks Bridge and ran via Brickfield and Buller Streets to Katia and Romani Streets. It was not until I bought a
street directory which showed bus routes in
about 1964 that I discovered that Brabyn
Street was covered by an alternative route
of the 3, and that the 164 ran through the
same area on a route which crossed the 3
several times, but crossed the Parramatta
River in Church Street (see the East Parramatta route map).
By then Dundas Valley Coaches had acquired the route 164 and my first timetable
for that route was issued by them on the
19th August 1961. Note that the route
number 164 has also been applied to the
Eastwood to Carlingford Station route,
since its original number, the 86, had now
been applied to those Eastwood to Parramatta services running via the Dundas
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Valley. On this page I have shown pages 2
and 3 of this timetable. Page 2 shows the
route 172 services between Bettington
Road and Parramatta and page 3 the buses
to Webb Street on the 164. While these
two runs could have been combined, running the Bettington Road buses into Parramatta via Isabella Street and route 164,
this was not done at this time because of
the different patterns of service on each
route. The Bettington Road runs started
earlier, at 5.42 a.m. against 6.52, ran in the
off-peak in the mornings on Mondays to
Fridays, and had service on Saturday afternoons (including a picture bus, with no
time of departure given) and on Sunday
mornings.
In contrast the Route 164 provided a
largely peak hour service, with several
buses from 9.05 to 10.05 a.m. and one bus
at 2.50 p.m. on Mondays to Fridays. Moreover there were additional buses on Fridays providing half hourly service with a
break between 12.20 and one o’clock,
giving the driver time for lunch. There was
also half hourly service to Webb Street on
Saturday mornings.
My next timetable (see page 4) was issued
by East Parramatta Bus Lines on 4th September 1972. By this time the route 164,
after several changes of ownership, had

passed into the same ownership as the
route 3. The two services had been combined under the route number 3, although
two separate versions were still operated.
The Webb Street buses diverted to Katia
and Romani Streets on their way to Parramatta via Church Street while the East
Parramatta buses started at Katia and Romani Streets, and diverted to Webb Street
on their way to Parramatta via the Gasworks Bridge. Only the Webb St buses
served Sorell and Gladstone Sts, while
only the East Parramatta buses ran to Thomas and Pemberton Sts. Buses no longer
ran along Brabyn Street, since its northern
end was close to Isabella Street and its
southern end was covered by the extension
of the Pemberton and Thomas Street loop
to cover Victoria Road, although this was
only operated during shopping and school
hours. The Parramatta terminus was now
in Darcy Street, on the north side of the
railway station.
The two distinct services operated by the
same route into and out of Parramatta,
during peak hours and Saturday mornings.
The East Parramatta buses started at 5.36
a.m., in contrast to the Webb street buses
at 6.55. Return services from Parramatta,
which are shown on the far left of the timetable, commenced somewhat later than the
inward services. The bus arriving from
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East Parramatta at 6.54, formed the 6.56
back to East Parramatta, starting its return
journey from Katia and Romani at 7.10.
The 7.12 arrival from Webb Street formed
the 7.15 to East Parramatta, retuning from
Katia and Romani Streets at 7.42, while
the first bus returned to Parramatta at 7.26
and then formed the 7.35 to Webb Street,
returning at 8.10. A third bus was needed
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to operate the 7.24 from Webb Street,
which formed the 7.56 to East Parramatta.
The off-peak services seem even more
complicated. After eleven o’clock the
Webb Street buses are marked m “operates
Monday to Thursday via Gasworks
Bridge” but arrived at Parramatta marked f
“Fridays only”. We can see the times over

the Gasworks Bridge, also marked m, from
Elizabeth and Thomas Streets on the East
Parramatta timetable. The Webb St, buses
ran Mondays to Fridays, but diverted via
the Gasworks Bridge only on Mondays to
Thursdays: on Fridays they went more
directly to Parramatta via Church Street.
On Fridays there were additional buses
from Katia and Romani Streets from 10.56
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a.m. on. There was service on Saturday
mornings, with a few buses on early Saturday afternoons operating the combined
route, marked * on the timetable.
If we look at the reverse side of this timetable we may see what is clearly a Bedford
VAL in the advertisement for bus hire. The
printer did not just choose a picture of a
bus at random, since East Parramatta Bus
Lines did actually run a VAL, m/o 7185 at
this time. This timetable was still in force
in 1986, when I got another copy from
Harris Park, by then the owners of route 3,
though this was printed on the timetable
side only. There was no mention of the
owner nor a picture of the VAL.
My next timetable (see above) was issued
on 13th January 1992, also by Harris Park,
and printed on yellow paper. East Parramatta and Webb Street journeys are still
listed separately, but as we can see from
the maps East Parramatta buses went out
over Gasworks Bridge and returned via
Church Street, while the Webb Street
buses ran in the reverse direction. Buses no
longer ran along Katia and Romani Streets,
but only along Bellevue Street at their
southern ends. Three buses were still required for the morning services but from
nine a.m. only one bus was needed operating at twenty minute intervals on each
route alternately, including in the evening
peak hour. On Saturdays the buses ran at
half-hourly intervals, with some gaps.
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After a Webb Street service at 2.30, there
was a final East Parramatta bus at 4.00
p.m. on Saturdays.
In 1994 Harris Park sold the route 3 to
North and Western, who combined it with
their route 546, Bettington Road to Parramatta, thus making the connection Dundas Valley had not made in the sixties. I
show the August 1997 timetable of the
route 546 on pages 6&7. The map shows
the connection was made, not along Isabella Street, but along Belmore Street East
and Webb Street. Some buses skipped the
Bellevue Street loop, and a few did run
over the Gasworks Bridge. Two were
school buses marked A, at 8.40 a.m. from
Parramatta and 3.35 p.m. from Bettington
Road. These times suggest that the diversion transported students between Parramatta station and Macarthur Girls High,
not serving school students living in east
Parramatta or Oatlands. The others,
marked G, from Bettington Road at 9.58
a.m. and from Parramatta at 12.20 p.m.,
may have been helpful for shoppers in the
Thomas Street area. The route 546 also
provided service on Saturday afternoons
and Sundays, but did not manage to give a
clock face timetable except on Sundays
and Public Holidays.
The eastern end of Thomas Street was still
served in off-peak hours in 1996, by the
diversion of a number of route 545 buses,
running from Ryde Shops to Parramatta

via Eastwood (see page 8), also operated
by North and Western. These left the main
route of the 545 at Shorts Corner, ran south
on Pemberton Street and west on Thomas
Street. Logically it seems probable that
they ran south over the Gasworks Bridge,
along this section of the old route 3, but
this is stated nowhere on the timetable.
These diversions ran between 9.28 a.m.
and 2.48 p.m. on weekdays and 10.04 and
3.24 on Saturdays.
Buses no longer operate along Thomas and
Pemberton Street today, but the Gasworks
Bridge has continued to be served. When
the government took over the routes of
North and Western and Parramatta-Ryde,
service was provided between Parramatta
and the Rydalmere campus of UWS, numbered 333. This number had originally
been given to the Red Arrow service from
Chatswood to Parramatta, and it survived
on this short working. My timetable for the
333 (see page 8) commenced on June
2000. The route 333 buses ran outwards
via Smith Street and inbound along Macarthur Street, over what had been the Gasworks Bridge. The run took fifteen minutes
each way, and required two buses to operate the service at some times. Naturally it
ran only on weekdays and service in the
late evenings ran only to Parramatta, presumably for the benefit of university students working late at the library.
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The 333 has now ceased and university
students must catch longer distance buses.
However a route 547, form Parramatta to
the Macarthur Loop still operates, running
out via Smith Street and back via Macarthur Street. In November 2007 it had only
three journeys, but on Mondays to Saturdays, and not only on weekdays. Mean-
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while, on 4 November 2007, the route 546
was extended to North Rocks and then
over the old 629 to Epping via Carlingford
Station and Ray Road. The Bellevue Street
Loop and Macarthur Street have both been
dropped, and the service provided is closer
to a clock-face timetable, but the through
route is hardly convenient for travel be-

tween Parramatta and Epping. The route
548, replacing the old 624, takes 33 minutes, the route 549, replacing parts of the
623, the 628 and the 629, takes 38 minutes,
while the roundabout route of the extended
546 requires 50 minutes between the two
terminals.
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Western Australian Railways in 1897
by VICTOR ISAACS

L

et us toast 1897! For in that year
users of Western Australian Government Railways were presented with
two book timetables. (In addition there
were WAGR wall-sheet timetables and
timetables in the WA Government Gazette,
although 1897 was the last year for Government Gazette timetables. For timetables
in WA Government Gazettes see the Times
September 2002, no. 222).
The first book is entitled West [not Western] Australian Railways Timetables &
Fares including the Midland Railway Company’s Line and Postal, Money Order and
Telegraphic Information From 1st May
1897. However, in the copy I sighted, Time
Tables & Fares has been replaced in handwriting by Time Table and Concise Guide.
Someone in 1897 must have regarded this
amendment as important, because I understand (courtesy of David Whiteford) that
the copy in the Battye Library of WA History has the amended title as a printed
pasted-on slip.
The other publication is entitled W.A.
Bradshaw Nov. Dec. Jan. 1897 [which I
suppose means Nov. 1897] Government
and Private Companies Railways Time
Tables and Fares Book incorporating The
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Western Australian Bradshaw. An internet
search of library and archive catalogues
indicates that this edition of WA Bradshaw
was probably the only one ever published.
Note the severe injunction on the title
page, “ALL INFRINGEMENTS WILL BE
STRENOUSLY OPPOSED”.
Both publications are in the collection of
the National Archives of Australia, although it is unclear why. They are in the
copyright section for “original literary”
works. Even if a timetable is a “literary”
work, why does the National Archives
have timetables from four years before
Federation?
The two publications are basically similar.
They both mainly provided details of
WAGR train services – Perth suburban and
country, interspersed with advertisements.
Both also included comprehensive information about postal services. The WA
Bradshaw also included tables of mail
services “home” to Britain via both P & O
and Orient Line and an excellent map of
WA Railways.
The timetable of the Great Southern Railway in the Government timetable book of
1 May 1897 was possibly the first pub-

lished following the Government takeover
on 1 January 1897 of this important line
from the private railway and land grant
company which built it.
An interesting feature is the very short
distance trains in the Perth suburban system – Perth to Subiaco and Cottesloe or
even North Fremantle to Fremantle and
vice versa.
In the Government timetable, Midland
Junction is called Midland Junction, but in
the Bradshaw it is called ”Helena Vale
Junction”. Bradshaw also misses out a
number of stations between this location
and Perth.
The Bunbury line timetable was changed
completely between the dates of the two
publications. However, it appears, there
was an inflexible rule for the Bunbury line,
that is, the timetables were arranged to suit
the convenience of the Pinjarrah (note the
‘h’) station Refreshment Room. All trains
crossed there, thereby minimising the time
the Refreshment Room had to open.
The Geraldton-Northampton line, the first
public railway in WA, had declined to a
mere two mixed trains a week.
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From W.A. Bradshaw

From W.A. Bradshaw
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From West Australian Raileays Time Table
and Concise Guide.

14

The Times September 2008

From West Australian Raileays Time Table
and Concise Guide.

The Times September 2008

15

From West Australian Raileays Time Table
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From West Australian Raileays Time Table
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