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On the front cover
Moonee Ponds buses! My word yes, that brings back memories, doesn’t it? Many’s the time that Beryl and I took
the last bus home to Humoresque St from the Civic in Mt Alexander Rd– you know it– it’s ever so grand now as the
Clocktower Centre. It was always a really lovely night’s entertainment. We’re not ones for the pictures as a rule,
but when we do go, we like to see a good bright show. After all, there’s enough unhappiness and sadness in the
world without going to see it in the theatre. The Civic was unique, I might say, because they always had mugs of
steaming hot cocoa and a digestive biscuit waiting when we came out the doors into the foyer. We appreciated
those little touches. They saved us having to light the gas when we got home to make some for ourselves. Mind
you, we had to drink quickly- or else we’d miss that last bus run by kind Mr. Lane.... sometimes he drove the last
bus himself. I often wonder what became of him. We usually called it a day around about 11-ish, as we didn’t want
to make it too late a night. Beryl always has a big wash on her hands on the Monday morning, and I have to be in
town pretty early. Stocktaking and one thing and another. We got back to Humoresque Street about 20 past, and
Beryl and I would go to bed- Sandy Stone.
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Red Top Buses from Strathfield to Hurstville
Jim O’Neil

W

hen I started to explore Sydney’s bus services south of the
Harbour in the sixties, Strathfield was largely government bus territory—as it still is. However, two private
bus services ran due south, along The
Boulevarde to Enfield Broadway. They did
not share service along The Boulevarde,
however because this was the monopoly of
McVicar’s route 27 to Strathfield. Red Top
Transport Service’s route 34 to Hurstville
operated ‘first set down Maria Street’,
some distance south of Enfield Broadway,
where the bus ran along Dean Street in
Strathfield South. This restriction was
carried on the buses, but you will find no
trace of it in the timetable. The regular
passengers would know they couldn’t use
the 34 between Strathfield and Enfield, but
casuals, like myself, had to be informed. I
had to go all the way to Maria Street to get
a copy of the timetable.
This timetable from Red Top was dated
14th March 1961 (pages 2&4). The basic
service on weekdays ran every half hour,
provided by shifts one to three. Shift four
provides extra service between Ponyarra
Road (on the east side of King George’s
Road, just north of Beverly Hills Station)
and Hurstville, with some services starting
or ending in the north at Lakemba Station.
This additional service runs in the morning
peak and the off-peak period up to 11.23 at
Lakemba. From about half past one, shift
four and a new shift, numbered five, start
in opposite directions from Lakemba Station (not far from the depot at 79 Wangee
Street) and supplement the service between
Strathfield and Hurstville, with almost all
buses going via Ponyarra Road in this
period. A sixth shift, number six, appears
only once on the main timetable, leaving
Strathfield at 5.17 and finishing at
Lakemba at 5.35 p.m. After seven o’clock,
the service reverts to half-hourly, provided
by shifts one to three.
Below the main weekday timetable we find
further buses added, Additional buses run
from Shorter Avenue (on the west side of
King George’s Road, further north from
Ponyarra Road) to Lakemba station. These
do not match the times of buses coming
north from Hurstville. The corresponding
buses south from Lakemba in the evening
peak present a conundrum; the first three
times from Lakemba, 4.19, 4.39 and 4.59
are each one minute before the Lakemba
timings of buses through from Strathfield
to Hurstville, 4.20, 4,40 and 5.00, which
are marked “sp”, to show they divert via
both Shorter Avenue and Ponyarra Road.
However, not all buses marked “s” are
shown on this list and the last two buses

The Times May 2007

3

run at 5.23 and 6.06, which don’t correspond to any times of buses coming from
Strathfield. It seems that buses ran from
Lakemba to Shorter Avenue a minute
ahead of buses from Strathfield, which
must also have diverted to Shorter Avenue,
as the passengers from Strathfield could
not have transferred to the bus running just
ahead. Finally, there were weekday Industrial services between Strathfield and
Firths’ Box factory and Clifford Loves.
These can be operated by a single bus,
which arrives at Strathfield at 5.12 p.m., in
time to depart on shift 6’s 5.17 run to
Lakemba. Red Top required seven buses
then, to run the evening weekday services,
but only six in the morning.
On Saturdays the basic service was again
every half hour, operated by shifts one to
three. The intermediate service via Ponyarra Road ran only during Saturday shopping hours, but ran north to terminate at
Lakemba. Each bus took forty eight minutes from Lakemba to return to Lakemba,
so shifts four and five alternated to provide
half-hourly service. On Sundays only three
shifts are required and buses running direct
via King George’s Road (marked “k” in
the timetable) are quite frequent up to five
o’clock in the afternoon. Thereafter all
buses divert via either Ponyarra or Shorter
Avenue.
I obtained the next timetable (see page 5)
in January 1980. It had been issued by
Cumberland Coaches on the 21st September 1977. Red Top had sold their remaining routes by that date to Cumberland
Coaches, who operated the Parramatta to
Eastwood and other services in that area,
as well as in Auburn, and they continued to
operate from the Wangee Road depot in
Lakemba in this area. The timetable covered both the route 34 and the route 39. I
looked at the 39, along with the 46, in The
Times in September 2000, so I am only
showing the timetables for the 34 this time.
Services to Ponyarra Road and to Shorter
Avenue are still provided, though on a
much reduced basis. The first are marked
P, and the second as X, since S is now used
for “School Days Only”. These diversions
are now covered only in peak hours. The
basic service of every half hour continues
during the weekday off-peak and on Saturday morning. Supplementary service at the
south end of the route has disappeared
from the timetable, but was still provided
by the extension of route 39 to Hurstville.
On Saturday afternoon and Sunday mornings the buses run at three quarter hourly
intervals, requiring two buses, with hourly
intervals after 5.00 p.m. from Strathfield,
allowing early dinner breaks for both
shifts. On Sunday afternoons one bus ran
every hour and a half, with a meal break
between 6.40 and 7.15 at Strathfield. One
major change from the 1961 timetable is
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King George’s Road. The timetable is said to be for the
Routes 34 & 450, but in fact these are the old and new
numbers for the same route. The long bus route needs to
be printed over both sides of the timetable to cover the
distance between Strathfield and Hurstville. Ponyarra
Road (marked P) is still served at school hours and in
the morning off-peak, but Shorter Avenue (still marked
X) is now served only on school days. In the afternoon
there are buses to Shorter Avenue in both directions,
from Roselands south at 3.07 from Beverly Hills at 3.13.
However, there is no trace of corresponding morning
services. It seems more likely there were School Specials than that the students walked, by the time of the
nineties.
Punchbowl Bus Company, yet another new operator,
who had taken over from Canterbury Bus Lines, issued
the last timetable examined here. It was issued on
21/12/98 and gives only the route number 450 (see
pp11-12). It includes services on the route 451 (the old
39) between Roselands and Hurstville, which divert via
Gloucester Road instead of King George’s Road. I have
included the southern part of the route map from this
timetable, since the Ponyarra Road loop is marked on it,
and Gloucester road and Shorter Avenue can be seen
more clearly than on the Canterbury Bus Lines map.
Service to Shorter Avenue has now ceased, but off-peak
service on weekdays is still provided to the Ponyarra
Road loop. There is no longer Thursday nights only
evening service, since buses now run until after nine
o’clock on all weekday nights.

the inclusion of Roselands as a timing point. The old
golf club had been replaced by the shopping centre,
to which all buses ran as a matter of course. Only
early morning buses passed by Roselands. Even Sunday buses ran there.
The next timetable (see pp6-7) gives no indication of
the date of issue, or the operator of the bus. I acquired
it from Highway Tours in 1987. Highway Tours were
based in Wollongong and had taken over a range of
bus services in the central western suburbs. Their
depot was in Enfield, and the Wangee Road depot
ceased to be used by buses. Their timetable is like the
Cumberland Coaches one, with similar service intervals on weekdays and Saturdays. However, on Sundays, one bus provides the service all day, operating
at hour and a half intervals with time for a meal break
around noon. Off peak service to Ponyarra Road has
resumed, at intervals of two hours or more. The buses
are marked P in the Roselands column southbound
and in the Beverly Hills column northwards. On
weekdays, the buses take five minutes more than the
hour and a half to return to Hurstville, so they operate
on the route 68 to Earlwood (taken over by Highways
from Blythe’s) to enable service on the route 34 to
run on a regular half-hourly basis.
The ownership, and the depot, had changed again by
the time of the next timetable (see pp 8-10). Issued by
Canterbury Bus Lines in May 1995, it was published
by Brochure Publishing with adverts surrounding the
timetables. I have reprinted here only those adverts
on the front cover. The address given for Canterbury
Bus Lines is a Post Office Box in Lakemba, but the
bus depot was the old Kogarah Bus one on the
Prince’s Highway just north of the intersection with
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An early Strathfield bus– Picture Australia

The Times May 2007

9

10

The Times May 2007

The Times May 2007

11

12

The Times May 2007

They’re Racing
GEOFF MANN

T

he horses were not the only horsepower galloping in the Flemington
area on race days. The Moonee
Ponds - Footscray bus timetable reproduced in the Ruskin All-about Footscray
booklet circa 1952 (cover page) clearly
states that special fast tables will operate
for Moonee Valley and Flemington races,
also for Trots and any function at Showgrounds. I think the bus operator really
meant that a more frequent timetable
would operate. Unfortunately, I do not
have any details of services on race days,
but I do have a photo of three buses trying
to squeeze onto the bus rank at Moonee
Ponds on Melbourne Show Day holiday in
1965 (photo, cover page).
One has to assume that the timetable reproduced is for today’s route 404, the service
via Newmarket. For there were three
routes (including the tram) between
Footscray and Moonee Ponds, and all still
exist. The 404 is the most direct however.
Note that the peak week day 5 minute service frequency commenced immediately
from the first bus leaving Moonee Ponds at
6.20 A.M. Patronage must have been high
carrying workers to and from the various
industrial and manufacturing concerns in
the locality. The route traversed mainly
residential areas in the northern portion
then passed by the long gone Ascot Race-
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course, the extensive Newmarket livestock
saleyards, Flemington Racecourse, abattoirs and glue factories before turning west
and south to Footscray.
Note also the half minute timings – a rarity
in bus timetables. The Saturday night peak
after 11.0 P.M. extended to 12.30 A.M.
The lack of a Sunday morning service was
common at the time, although I would
have thought some of the industries would
have employed Sunday shifts.
Running times appear to be 15 minutes in
each direction although this seems tight
given that a round trip today is allowed 40
minutes.
There appears to be an error in the pram
carriage conditions. I assume it should
have read that prams would not be carried
during the periods listed.
Graeme Cleak, in his Short History of Melbourne Bus Routes (Fleetline magazine
November 1984) states that the route was
apparently served in the early days by
‘Motor Cabs’, 7 seaters or less, one of the
owners in 1929 being J. Sitch. An MMTB
bus service ran from 6/12/36 till 9/12/40. It
was immediately replaced by Private
Route 36 (presumably to divert MMTB
vehicles to other war time services). By
1952 the operator was Lane’s Bus Service.
The route was renumbered to 404 in 1971.

Route 404, currently operated by Sita Bus
Lines which took over the route on
24/11/80, is a shadow of its former self.
Most of the industries that employed so
many have gone, as have the Newmarket
Saleyards, replaced by high density residential development on the south east side
of Smithfield Road. Lack of planning for
public transport resulted in an internal road
layout unsuitable for buses and little patronage has resulted from the redevelopment now skirted by the route. Today, the
service frequency is 20 minutes during
weekday peaks with a 40 minute (one bus)
off peak and Saturday morning.
Oddly, there was another bus route that
claimed to provide a faster service at times.
This was the Essendon Station to Nimmo
Street service. The operator was Frank
Deveson, a very friendly man to young
enthusiasts (as we then were), who had a
typically (for the time) small but varied
fleet of buses. I have attached the timetable
commencing 15th July 1953 (pp14-15),
one of the earliest in my collection and still
in mint condition. Under the timetable for
Saturday only, there is the note: FOOTBALL (the route was not far from the Essendon Football Ground); OR BY ARRANGEMENT – FASTER SERVICE. If
you stayed down at the local for one too
many, could you arrange a faster service to
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get you home on time? Again, I am sure a
more frequent service was the intention. It
would be interesting to learn what arrangements resulted in changed frequencies.
Referring to Graeme Cleak’s invaluable
short histories, this was another original
route of 1925 as 16A Essendon – Braemar.
In 2/1937 the operator was T. Lee. Later
on it was Essendon – Nimmo Street; operator R. Thompson who sold the run to F.
Deveson in March 1952. An extension to
Hoffman’s Road was made in 7/1958, then
through to Niddrie in 1/1962. The route
was renumbered 463 in 1971. In 4/1976 it
was linked with 461 to form Essendon –
Niddrie – Westfield Shops. The route was
sold to Kastoria Bus Lines on 26/10/1979.
My 1946 Morgan’s Street Directory shows
a turning loop utilizing part of Braemar
Street and Roberts Street (near Hedder-
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wick Street). Nimmo Street was two
blocks to the west (just beyond Cooper
Street). Presumably, housing development
had taken place in this area. The route was
very short as Nimmo Street is only 2 kilometres in a direct line from Essendon Station. In the 1953 timetable, it appears that
one bus sufficed for off-peak periods with
two being required for the peaks on Monday to Friday and Saturday mornings. Note
that an extra late night trip at 12-20 (I assume a.m.) was made on Thursday, Friday
only.
By the 1970s, when the route had extended
north of Keilor Road to Airport West, peak
hour services were still quite frequent,
being mainly short workings to Hoffmans
Road, a little further west from Nimmo
Street and still only 10 minutes running
time from Essendon Station. Daytime fre-

quencies had dropped to 35 minutes and all
trips extended to Marshall Road, Airport
West (two buses on a return trip of 70
minutes) .
Following the takeover by Kastoria Bus
Lines, a complete re-jigging of the route
took place by dropping the northern Airport West portion and instead continuing
west and south in a large loop around
Keilor East (see map, p16). The route also
now commenced at Moonee Ponds, a more
thriving retail centre. The running time
became 40 minutes each way. Today, as
route 475, the weekday off-peak and Saturday morning frequency is 40 minutes improving to 20 minutes in peak periods.
The blue Volgren bodied Mercedes of
Kastoria are a far cry from the lovely
eclectic mix of the fawn Deveson fleet.
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The user’s voice in the timetable dialogue
GEOFF MANN

D

ear Geoff

The article in February and March
The Times on “The users’ voice in
the timetable dialogue” was most interesting and it is pleasing to sight evidence of
academic research. However, I question
the veracity of the assertion that users have
great difficulty understanding information
presented in tabular form as a twodimensional matrix (Bartram, 1984; Horne
et al 1986). No detail of the research undertaken is provided. Given that this form
of presentation is in common use internationally, and has been for some time (no
pun intended) then generations of transport
providers throughout the world must have
got it terribly wrong, and must have disregarded the confusion imposed on millions
of users. I am glad I do not have to struggle with a 10th century monastic text timetable (shown in Fig.1) – it looks like a
severe case of wagon wheel wobble.
In the commonly used format of timing
points in the vertical and trips listed horizontally, a user needs to ‘scroll’ down once
only – to locate the appropriate departure
point (and if so desired, to check the desti-
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nation. Then all that is required is a horizontal reading of the possible journeys
available.
I am of the view that the weakest aspect of
bus timetables is the insufficient number of
departure timing points. An increasing
number show timing points 15 to 20 minutes apart (particularly in Melbourne), due
in part to the lengthening of routes and the
failure to use timetable page space effectively. Most users would have little knowledge of running times and thus the departure time for intermediate locations is simply guesswork. I, as a practised user, have
this difficulty. The diagrammatic route
maps now provided under the Metlink
format are often so distorted as to be incomprehensible.
Imagine if suburban train timetables listed
only selected timing points 15 to 20 minutes apart. This is what the average bus
timetable looks like.
Examples: Glen Waverley 00 00, East
Malvern 00 12, Burnley 00 27 or Hornsby
00 00, Chatswood 00 23, North Sydney 00
37.

Letter

Bus operators may argue that running
times vary due to traffic conditions. That is
so, but is a poor excuse. A rider in the
timetable could clearly state that times are
subject to some variation. Perhaps major
timing points could be shown bold where
buses will not depart ahead of time, with
an increased number of intermediate points
shown with approximate times in italics.
Bus services are very often touted as being
unreliable. Maybe one reason is the difficulty outlined above, together with the all
too prevalent lack of coordination with
other modes (usually thrown in the toohard basket). Public transport providers
and managers need to work harder by placing themselves in the users’ situation. How
many transport bureaucrats and bus operators undertake journeys into unfamiliar
territory using public transport? Perhaps
accreditation should include a journey
from C to D via E using timetables from
another organization, or time out of the
office observing and experiencing the
plight of the public transport user.
Yours,
Geoff Mann
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